Song of the Islands

NA LEI O HAWAII

CHARLES E. KING
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One of the top comedy songs, of which there
are many, is “Mama’s Muu-muu”’ by Gene
Burdette. “When Hilo Hattie Does the Hilo
Hop,” by Johnny Noble, sings of one of Ha-
wali’s greatest and best-known entertainers.

It is this same Hilo Hattie who popularized,
on the mainland as well as in the Islands, the
amusing recital of the unorthodox character-
istics of “The Cockeyed Mayor of Kauna-
kakai” (pronounced Cow-na-cock-eye), by
Alex Anderson. There is no mayor of Kauna-

kakai, only 2 song abcut him. The town is

on the island of Molokai and its size does not
warrant a mayor.

As the story goes, it began when Warner
Baxter, a screen star of the 30’s, came to
visit Molokai. His ship docked at Kauna-
kakai and, with true “aloha” spirit, the celeb-
rity was welcomed with a parade. A big
luau was part of the celebration; a mammoth
key was presented to him and he was made
honorary mayor of Kaunakakai. That is
when Anderson wrote the song and made the
town and its now-existent mayor famous.... .
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